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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





The following Historical Account of Jerusalem , 


{turies after, Pharaoh Necho pillaged the city and the 


temple, and made Jerusalem tributary to Egypt, tn 
the fourth yeator the reign of Jehoiakim, and 600 years 


and the Jews, was uot compiled with a view to pub ‘before Christ, Jerusalem was again beseiged and fell 


lication. Jt was delivered, a short time since, toa 
private Saciety, with which the author is closely con- 
nected. Acopy of it having been earnestly solicited 
by some who heard it, will account for its publicity. 
The facts contained therein are almost wholly taken 
from standard ancient and modern authorities (too 
numerous however, to be specially quoted and ac- 
knowledged) so that the only merit it possesses is 
that of patience and industry in collecting and ar- 
ranging them. re 8 
Roxeury, 1822. 

JenusALEM, deriving its name from two Hebrew 
words, the meaning of which is ‘‘ to see peace,” or 
‘ the vision or inheritance of peace,’’ was a celebrated 
city of Asin, the capital of Palestine or Judea, and sup- 
posed, though perhaps not on the best authority, to 
have been built_on the site of Melchizedek’s Salem, 
and hence called ** Salem” or ** Solyma.” It was sit- 
vated on the frontiers of the two tribes of Benjamin and 
Judah, and by the districution of Joshua, it belonged to 
the former, althongh it pertained, by right of conquest 
to Judah, this tribe having twice subdued it, first under 
ihe Judges, and afterwards under David, It was built oD 
several hills, the most elevated of which was Mount 
Zion, formmg the southern quarter of the city. Mount 
Mortan forraed the eastern part—Mount Acra the wes- 
tern, and mount Bezetha was-situated to the north.— 
This city was anciently called Jebus, while it was, pas- 
sessed by the Jebusites, from which they were expelled 
and themselves subjected by David, before Christ 1048. 
\fter the building of the Yemple, it was considered as 
the metropolis of the nation, belonging to all Israel in 
common, and not properly to Benjamin or Judah, 

In the year of the world 3000, the Temple of Solo- 
mon, on Mount Moriah, which had been little more 
than seven years in erecting, and which for expense | 
and magnificence bas never been equalled in any age 
or country, wae completed, and solemnly consecrated 
to the service of the one living and true God. On this 
occasion God manifested himself to Solomon, com- 
mended Lis zeal, and hallowed the temple he had built 
for his glory and called after his name; at the seme 
‘ime essuring him of the establishment of his kingdom, 
and the divine favor, on condition that he and his peo- 
ple kept the statutes and judgments of the Lord. ** But 
if,” continued he, ‘* ye shall at all turn from following 
me, you, or your children, and will not keep my stat- 
utes and commandments, but go and serve other gods, 
and worship them; then will I cut off Israel out of the 
land which I have given them: and this house which I 


}ernment now became monarchical. 





have hallowed for my name, will I cast out of my sight; 
and Israel shall be a proverb and a er -word among all | 
people.” | 
The city and the temple, to the splendor and wealth, 
of which, the treasures of all nations had contributed, 
vuaderwent various revolutions and vicissitudes, from | 
the reign of Solomon to the destruction of both city | 
and temple by Nebuchadnezzar. In the 4th year of 
the reign of Rehoboam, the son and successor of Solo- | 


under the dominion of the Chaldeans. gh 

The deluded Jews did not become, wiser nor better 
by these repeated disasters or dispensations, but on the 
contrary becamé more dissolute and abandoned. They 
were attached to their city, they idolized their temple, 
while, at the same time, they indulged in those vices 
and immoralities which were sure to bring a speedy 
destruction on both. 

In the eleventh year of the reign of Zedekiah, and 
586 years before the Christiay era, this prince having 
rebelled against the king of Chaldea, Nebuchadnezzar, 
being then at Riblab, a city of Syria, sent his general 
Nebuzaradan utterly to destrop Jerusalem. The walls 
of the city were razed; the royal palace and temple 
were demolished ; their riches and ornaments, together 
with the golden vessels which Solomon had appropriat- 
ed to the service of God, and also the two bragen pil- 
lars were transported to Babylon, and the pegple whé 
escaped the sword, were carried away into slavery.— 
The denunciation against the Jews and the temple, in 
case of their apostacy, now was carried into effect ; and 
the prophecies both of Jeremiab and Ezekic] respect- 
ing Zedekiah, king of Judea, were literally fulfilled— 
the first of these prophets had predicted that he chould 
be delivered into the hands of the king of Babylon and 
his eyes should behold him; and the latter, that *+ he 
should be cartied to Babylon, yet should’ he not see it, 
though he should die there.”” And this was strictly ae- 


complished, for be saw the king rt Riblab, and hit 


eyes were put out before he was sent to Babylon. 
The government of the Jews at first was patriarchal ; 

in their migrations through the wilderness a theocracy 
was established ; to this succeeded that of the Judges, 
twelve in number, beginning with Othniel in the year 
of the world two thousand five hundred and ninety-five, 
and ending witb Samuel in the year. 2884. The gov- 
Saul was their first 
king, and he and Vavid and Solomon after him, were 
the only three that reigned over the whole Hebrew na- 
tion; for after the death of Solomon, ten tribes rebel- 
led aguivst his successor, and revolted from his author- 
ity, and instituted a separate government which contin- 
ued under a succession of 19 kings, Irom Jeroboam the 
first to Hoshea the last, a duration of 253 years, when 
they were carried into captivity, called the Assyrian 


captivity, about 135 years before the destruction of 
The two tribes of Judah and Benjamin | 


Jerusalem. 
were subjected to monarchy under the reign of twenty | 


, d the th f 
kings (including Athaliah, who asurped the throne FN tiough they were not properly conquered by him as 


six years after the death ofsher son) beginning with 
Rehoboam, and concluding with Zedekiah, who was | 
made captive to Nebuchadnezzar. Thus ended forever 
the Jewish monarchy ; and thus were the prophecies 
respecting the Jews, their city, their temple, and their | 
‘king lamentably fulfilled. Well might Jeremiah ex- 
claim, ** How doth the city sit solitary that was full of 
|people; she that was, great among the nations, and 
princess agjuong the priuces, hoi is she becowe (ribu- 
far 

The Jews continned in slavery about seventy years— 


1 


their native land, rebuild their city and their temple, 
and caused the sacred vessels which Nebuchadneszar 
had brought to Babylon, and placed in the temple of 
his God Bel, to be restored to them. He also wrote 
recommendatory letters to the governors of the several 
provinces to assist them in the yndertaking. The Jews, 
thus encouraged, soon gathered together from all parts, 
amounting in all to about 50,000 persone, and prepared 
to returo to Jerysalem. The chief leaders of these re- 
turning captives were Zerubbabel and Joshua. Zerub- 
babel was the grandson of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, 


}and Joshua the grandson. of Seraiah, who was High 


Priest when the city was destroyed, -The former, be» 
ing of royal descent, was made governor, the Jatter 
High Priest. At the time the city was destroyed hy 
Nebuchadnezzar, he left some of the poor and laboring 
class of people there to till the ground and cultivate 
the vipeyards, over whom he appointed Gedaliah as 
governor. On the first day of the Jewish sacred year, 
or according to our calendar, about the end of March 
or the beginning of April, the people arrived in Judea, 
and having settled themselves according to their tribes, 
set about rebuilding their houses and cultivating their 
lands, and began to restore the worship of ibe true 
God, whose service their ancesters had so shamefully 
abandoned, and made free will offerings for rebuilding 
their temple which produced a fund of about two bund- 
red and fifty thousand dollars our currency, with which 
they began to erect the wes temple. The foundation 
was laid with great joy and solemnty—tbe young re- 
joiced in the prospect of beholding a splendid edifice—. 
but the few remaining old persons, who had seen the 
poret i in all tegiory, wept, having-wo-hope that the one 
to be erected hy a few poor exiles, could eyer equal 
‘the former in beauty and splendor, 


Many of the dispersed ten tribes returned with those 
of Judah and Benjamin, and ail formed now but one 
people under one government. Judea became a pro- 
vince of Syria, but thongh tribytary, the Jews enjoyed 
their own religion, and were governed by their own 
luws; and their governors, although they acted by vir- 
tue of acommission from the court of Persia, were nev- 
ertheless of their own nation—such as Zerubbabel, Ez- 
ra and Nehemiah. Owing to various obstructions, the 
second femple was twenty years in building, but the 
walls and gates of the city were not rebuilt till after tlie 
return of Nehemiah in the space of twelve years—the 


| 82d after the decree of Cyrus. 


Their form of government, and the state of things 





f 


| 





just mentioned, continued for upwards of 200 years; 


| when Alexander the Great, having destroyed the Per- 


sian monarchy, and established the Grecian universal 
‘empire, reduced the Jews to a stute_of subjection, al- 


(other nations were. They even obtained his protec- 
‘tion in a singular manner, as related by Jocrepbus : he 
‘allowed them to enjoy their own Jaws and religion, 
and excused them from taxation every seventh year. 
| Afier his death, Ptole ‘my Soter took Jerusalens by strat- 
agem, 320 years before the Christion éra, and carried 
into captivity nearly 100,000 persons. In # short time, 
however, le restored to them all their ancient piivi- 
eet. Nearly ove and a half century cflerward-, 

though in the wean time they had been severely vexed 


mon, the city was besieged and taken by Shishak, of when Cy rus, who had beep spoken of by leuigh as their and oppressed, Antiochu: (Ephiphanes) a neonster in 
Sesac, kiug of Egypt, who earried away the treasures jeliyezer, 150 years before hie birth, came to the throne | barbarity and inijnity, besiege Jory nlem, pillaged te 


of the temple, as well as of the royal palace. 


xce and destroyed the city walls. 


in about! of Persia. 


In accordance with ancient prophecies re- | city 
a century after, Jehoash plundered the teguple agd pal specting him, and baying conquered Babylon, he liber- | talents of gold, put o deat 89.00) oi & 
In aboyt two cen-! sted the Jewich captives, encouraged them to return to made 40,000 slaves, and sold 40, 0 more. 


value of 1860 
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happy fugitives who had fled to caves were discovered, 
and being accused of keeping the sabbath, were burnt ; 
the book of the law was cast into the fre; the sacri-) 
fices of the temple were interrupted, the temple itself 
was profaned avd nearly destroyed, the statue of Jupi- 
ter Olytopus was placed on the altar, and the ‘* abom- 
oation of desolation,” spoken of by Daniel, was seen | 
in the house of God. (To be continued.) | 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


False Teachers. 
Some general ideas of a discourse, delivered in Cam- 
bridgeport, Sabbath Day, Aug. 4, 1822. By Taom- 
as Wuirremone—ineerted by request. 


Fer there are certain men crept in unawares, who were 
before of old ordained to this condemnation ; ungod- 
ly men, turning the grace of our God into lascivious- 
ness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord 
Jesus Christ.°—Jude 4th verse. 


In this discourse we shall consider three prominent 
traits in the character of false teachers, viz. 

1.. Creeping in unawares. 

2. Turning the grace of God into lasciviousness— 
And, 

3. Denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Je- 
sus Christ. 

It is probable that Jude means by creeping in una- 
wares, coming slyly when not expected, and as not ex- 
pected. This was the way in which ungodly men of 
old crept in. They pretended to be what they were 
not. They pretended to believe in Jesus Christ, when 
they were idolaters, and to preach his doctrine when 
they taught the errors, and abtruse speculations of 
philosophere. Simon Magus was one of these. He 
pretended to conversion and a belief in Christ ; but he 
was a deceiving, hollow-hearted professor ; he thought 
he could buy the power of the Holy Spirit ; but his 
heart was not right in the sight of God, and he had no 
part nor lot in laying hands upon others, that they 
might receive the Holy Spirit. 

This is the general character of false teachers. They 
‘always come disguised: they always profess to be sent 
of God, when they have neither his spirit, ner his doc- 
(rine. They profess to love the souls of the people : 


them that God is their enemy, and will remain so ontil 
they believe what he preaches. Now it wouid be nat 


such essential service, as much so as for a sensible man 
to love the physician who cures hiw of his disease. — 
The false teacher knows this, and knows that this is 
the best way for him to succeed, People never think 
to inquire why God should send a messenger so much 
more merciful than himself. If he were the unmerci- 
ful Being he has too often been represented to be, we 
might rationally expect a host of angels, burning with 
wrath, to destroy ns, instead of this most merciful, most 
compassionate minister. It is strange that he is so 
much more wise and merciful than God himself. His 
talk about his love (o souls appears a pretence : He 
loves money as well as souls, and is anxious to save it 
for his own use. Some of the clergy have been the 
most avaricious people in the world. Many of them 
have accumulated a vast property, and yet are very 
anxious for more, eager to have their salaries increased, 
and as unwilling to give a cent for missionary purposes, 
as they are ready to beg of others. Some of these 
teachers are settled upon a salary of 3500 dollars per 
annum, apd upwards, Seme people do not blame 
them so much for taking large salaries as for continual- 
ly crying that they are not anxious for the things of this 
world, and do not preach for money. 

The false teacher always comes disguised. The peo- 
ple think he is what he is not, and, by his deception, 
are led to give bim much of that which he says he cares 
nothing about. He pretends to that which he is not, 
and says he does not want that which he most ardently 
desires. He, by creeping in unawares, has so deceiv- 
ed his people, that they feel confident he is not one of 
the false teachers; they are astonished that others do 
not reepect him as they do; that they will go to hear 
those preach whom he calls deceivers; and they will 
think it very wicked for any one to think of him as he 
really is: If he be naturally a very proud, haughty 
man, he will say much about humility, that it becomes 
us al] to be humble, that he is a very wieked sinner, 
one of the most unworthy worms of the dust; this will 
set things all aright, and report goes abroad that he is 
a strict follower of the meek and lowly Jesus. He can 
keep all things exactly suited to answer his purposes. 
He has his people completely at his command, and 
they will seldom oppose his measures. He tells stories 
which from others would appear incredible, and they 


they say they are willing to spend and be spent a will believe them, not altogether because they appear 


their salvation: they pray apparently with great fer- 
vor for the salvation of the world, as though they want- 
ed it to be saved, while they are opposed to the very 
idea, and will be affronted, if you tell them their pray- 
ers will be answered. They pretend to have a special 
call from God to preach; and some of them will tell 
the very moment, and the miraevlous manner in which 
it came down from heaven, and how they received it. 
This is the way they creep in unawares. They creep 
in as the messengers of God, but they are not so, be- 
« oause they have bot his doctrine. Paul says,(i Tim. ii. 
‘3, 4.) “* God will have all men to be saved, and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth.” False teacherr say, 


more credible from him, but because they think he 
cannot say any thing wrong. If he tells them not to 
read the writings of those that differ from him in senti- 
ment, they will not dare do it, if they think he will 
ever know it. fhe tells them fot to go to meeting to 
hear those he opposes, preach, they will seldom go, 
except, like Nicodemus, in the night. And after all, 
they will pay him for imposing upon them in this man- 
ner. He creeps in unawares in another way that we 
have before hinted at. He publicly declares that he 
does not preach for money, and yet he has adopted a 
method which always gets him money for preaching. 
He threatens the people with bad consequences in a 


God will have some men to be damned, and never jfuture state if they do not pay their minister, and thus 


come upto the knowledge of thetruth. Scripture says, 
Loke iii. 6, “ All flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 
‘False teachers never preach thas; they eppose the sal- 
salvation of the world. The people look up to these 


teachers as the ministers of God, when they are oppos- 
ang his doctrine ; #0 completely have they, by creeping 
in unawares, deceived them. The people, being thus 
sleceived, think their minister almost an angel from 
heaven; the good old mafrons will tell how much he 
Jooks like a seint, and how thankful they ought to feel 
to God for sendiag them such a good minister. The 
false teacher uses comsiderable art. He says, he bas say. 
wome to save their souls from eternal destruction. 
He virtuslly tells them, that they will Be eternally miz- 


-ecretly compels them to give him tbat of which he 
{says he is totally regardless. 

As a false teacher cannot promote bis cause with 
open conduct, be must necessurily creep. He will 
creep round among litUe children, and give them tracts 
full of pictures, designed to engage their attentivn, and 
catechisms and bywns, all which he can obtain for 
nothing of those societies which give them eway., The 
little children thiak be Joves their souls, because he 
spends his money to get them books. They are then 
prepared and willing to believe every thing be shall 
He tells them, God is angry with them, that if 
they should now die, they would go to hell, and per- 
Laps mentions the names of some of their little pley 





escble, if they do not hear his voice: he virtually tells 


mates, which have died, end which he says arc ia bell, 


ural for any person to Tove a man that could render: 


By talking in this terrific manner he obtains complete 
command of their feelings. Le will then tell them 
what they must believe, and mention some doctrines 
which he says are pernicious errors, those that believe 
them he calls-wicked men, and bids the little children 
to beware of them. He will get them to some conven- 
ient place to catechise them, und there repeat the 
came agai, thus instilling his sentiments into their 
minds, as well as a prejudice against all othersects, O! 
how lamentable it is, that those dear little children 
who are the heritage of the Lord, should be indnced to 
believe that he is their greatest enemy ; and what adde 
to the turpitude of this act is, itis done by one who 
professes to follow him, who said, ** suffer little child- 
ren to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of such 
is the kingdom of heaven.”’ False teachers will not al- 
low that little children are of the kingdom of heaven ; 
they say they are totally depraved, heirs of wrath, and 
children of the wicked one. 

These false teachers are of the sort which creep inte 
houses, and rule over women. Paul speaks of them. 
2 Tim. iii. 6, “* For of this sort are they which creep 
into houses, and lead captive silly women.”> Women 
and children are their chief aim. The feelings of these 
are more tender, their passions more easily wrought 
upon, and their reasoning powers generally not so 
bright, active and strong as those of men. The false 
teacher knows this, and takes the advantage of it. He 
knows too that women love their offspring, and will do 
any thing in their power for their good. He tells the 
women that al] those children who die in their infancy 
whose mothers do not belong to the church, will be 
lost, because they are as it were a limb of the unre- 
generate mother. This he knows will make the wo- 
men doubly anxious to join his church. They fear for 
their children’s safety as much as their own. Thus the 
false teacher makes use of the best feelings of human 
nature to promote his sinister and unworthy purposes. 
If the husband is as he ought to be, oppposed to suck 
proceedings, the false teacher tells the woman not to 
mind what her husband says ; that he is not alarmell 
for his own safety, and, therefore, knows not what dan- 
ger his wife and children are in. And us he can affect 
any thing to suit his purpose, he pretends io weep, and 
says, be assured dear woman, J labor for nothing but 
the good of yourself, and your dear little children. I 
realize that your poor, immorta} souls are in great dan- 
ger. I could not satisfy my conscience, did } not warn 
you to flee from the wrath to come. O! escape for 
thy life! The woman is alarmed, and overcome by 
fear, She forsakes her family, and runs from home 
evening after evening to prayer meetings, conference 
meetings, and many other private meetings after her 
minister, her dear man of Ged. The husband is 
wounded. He gently admonishes her, and requests 
that she would not leave her domestic concerns to fal- 
low vain pursuits. She immediately considers bim an 
enemy to God, and all righteousness, and regardless of 
their eternal welfare, for her minister told her he was 
so. Now peace, the heavenly dove, flies from the 
late mansion of happiness and joy. ‘Phe husband exe- 
crates the doings of the false teacher, amd the wife 
mourns to bear the dear man of God condemned in her 
own house, Where-will these things end? These 
teachers have done any thing and every thing, under 
pretence of love to souls. The most abominable erimes 
that ever were perpetrated upon the earth have bece 
committed by them, aud the most high-handed wicked- 
ness that ever was known, all this too for the pretend- 
ed purpose of glorifying God, promoting the salvation 
of souls, and the good of the church. If any of you 
think I have colored this too high, yotf- need cnly cal 
to recollection the time, when these teachers had the 
power fo act out themselves. Remeusber inquisitions 
~ remember Rogers—remember Seryetus—remember 
the whole host of martyrs that have been inhumanly 
imurdere:! Where there teachers Lave the power, 
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Your speaker iow appeals to your best tex lings. Shall 
we commend this conduct? No, it is a crime to be si- 
lent in its execration. Shall we sacrifice our peace 
and comfort to the disporit.ons and ravings of fanatics? 
The goice of reason cries never, never, never let it be. 
1 cull npon my hearers to decide whether what TI have 
said this afternoon be not true. In this immediate vi- 
cinity, wives have been requested to go to lecture with 
special direction not to inform their husbands they were 
going. I have hid this from the lips of respectable wo- 
men, whom the most of you know, and who informed 
me they were thus requested. Let these things then, 
not only admonish, but warn us to be ware of such dan- 
gerous and delusive proceedings, J! should be glad, 
had I time to stop in this place, and shew the weakness 
of the cause, which demands sech conduct for its su - 
port. But your good judgment will enable you to ap- 
ply this subject to your spiritual advantage. 

But there are other things in false teachers, which 
we must briefly notice. They turn the grace of God 
into lasciviousness, and deny the Lord God and Jesus 
Christ. The grace of God has a good moral tendency. 
Paul says, ** the grace of God that bringeth salvation to 
all men hath appeared: teaching us that denying un- 
godliness and worldly Justs, we thould live soberly, 
righteously and godly in the present world.” Here we 
are certified that the grace of God which bringeth sal- 
vation to all meg, hath no licentious tendency. These 
teachers never do wrong through its influence: this is 
only a pretence. They pretend that if they believed 
(his gracious God would save al} men they would not 
care what they did. (Sincerely.do I hope that there is 
not one in this assembly who has ever let this idea drop 
from his lips.) They say they would lie, cheat, steal, 
and even murder. In this way they would represent 
that the grace of God is of licentious tendency, and 
persuade p-ople not to believe much in it for fear of its 
dangerous influence. How abominable is this! They 
would be the wickedest of all men, did they believe 
that God would save every human be‘ng! These are 
they which turn the grace of God into lasciviousness. 
My friends, these people do not believe that God will 
save all men. f request you, therefore, not to judge 
of the tendency ef this idea, from what they say, but 
judge ye of their disposition. If th-y did not want to 
sin, they would not, even if they did believe that God 
would save all men. Are they then so much in love 
with sin, that nothing prevents them from showing 
their real characters, save the fear of an endless hell? 
What will they do when they get to heaven where all 
this restraint is to be removed? They will want to 
sin as much there as here according to their account, 
for they will there have the same disposition, as there 
is to be no moral change at or after death. What then 
will prevent them fromm sinning to al] eternity? These 
are the teachers that te!) their people to hate sin. Will 
they not hate it themselves? They certainly cannot, 
if they long to indulge their every vicious appetite. — 
However, my friends, we will Jet charity have its oper- 
ation. Let us think that their misguided zeal induces 
them to make expressions which they do not sufficient- 
ly consider, rather han that they are the worst beings 
on the earth, 

These false teachers deny the enly Lord God, and 
our Lord Jesus Christ. They deny either God's good- 
ness, will or power. They must either suppose that 
he has no will to save all men, or no power to do it.— 
If he has both will and power to do it, what in the uni- 
verse will ever prevent its being done? If a being 
wanting a thing can have it as well as not, he certain- 
Jy will. If he can have it, and does wot, it is proof that 
he does not want it. Now if God wills the salvation 
of the world, nothing will prevent its accomplishment 
but a want of power. If h- has power to save the 
world, and does not, there must be a want of will.— 
Who can ewppose that God, earnestly desiring the sal- 
vation of the world, and possessing full powef to ac- 
omplish it, will remain unsatisfied throughout etcrorly ° 





Those that deny the ‘ealvation of the world aust, in 
some sense, deny God. 

These false teachers deny Jesus Christ aleo. They 
deny either the extent or efficacy of his sufferings.. If 
they hold that he did not ransom_all, they deny him; 
or if they hob! that his ransom did not accomplish the 
purpose for which it was intended, they deny him, So 
if they deny the salvation of ‘he world, they deny him 
who came to save it. : 

These are the teachers which bring in ‘* damnable 
heresies.”? 


—_——EED Oo) ae 
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Agreeably to the promise which we implied, in a for- 
mer number, we shall now make a few 


REMARKS 
Upon the letter of the Church in Dunstable, Mass. to 
Mrs. Hannah Parkhurst, whom they * debarred 
from communing ai the table of the 
Lord,” for believing the doctrine 
of Universal Salvation, 





The Church say they believe, that the doctrines con- | 





31 





ler enemies, to be the Saviour of the world, and thie 
was the great and ruling cause of their enmity and ill- 
will to him. Now it appears to us very improbable, 
that be would preach a doctrine which would prove his 
pretensions to be all specious, which would give his 
enemies cause to say, he had confuted himself, and was 
seeking for those things which he said he never should 
obtain. We think that the church in Dunstable must 
be remarkably fond of the idea of eternal misery, if 
they contend that our Saviour, while suffering temptaa 
tion, persecution, and even death iteelf forthe salvation 
of the world, declared that the world never would be 
saved ; and every person must be infatuated and blind, 
that supposes that Jesus would require al} men to be- 
lieve that ecome would be forever damned, that all might 
be saved. - : 

The chureh in DunstaWle think, that the doctrine 
of Universak Salvation is totally repugnant to the faith, 
the writings and the practice of the holy apostles, and 
in direct contradiction to the doctrines of Christ himsel/. 
We confess, we have alwuys thought that Paul believed, 
that ** God will bave all men tobe saved, and to come 
unto the knowledge of the trdth ;” 1 Tim. ii. 3, 4—We 
are sure be sail so; but we have been so dull of ap- 
prehension, we never once thought he might mean by 


tained in their church covenant, are taught in the holy: this, that God will have some men to be damned, and 
scripteres, and, inrejecting them, we do virtually re-. never come unto the knowledge of thetruth. Paul saye 
ject the gospel of Christ. One of these doctrines, and also, that God is the Saviour of all men; 1 Tim. iv. 10, 
that which they, undoubtecly esteem the most essen-. and yet it pever come into our minds that God might. 
tial, is the eternal misery of a part of the human race. be the Saviour of all men, if they never are saved. 

Now it is undoubtedly true, and granted by all, that; We have believed that the practice ef the apostles, 
the gospel is good tidings of great joy; and if the favored the doctrine of Universal Salvation, and we 
church in Dunstable so consider it, it follows that the ; thought that those who oppose it, believe thet. They 
doctrine of eternal misery is to them a source of joy | tell us surely, that Jesus and the apostles have done all 
and comfort. They certainly consider this doctrine to| they could for our salvation, and that it will be our 
be a part of that gospel, the belief of which enabled fault if we are not saved. But now the church in 
the spostle Paul to enter into rest, and caused Peter te Dunstable think, that the idea of Universal Salvatic p is 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory. Ac-j) opposed to the practice of the apostles! Well then, 
cording to their belief, the doctrine of eternal misery is| we think that they ought not to find fault with us for 
apart of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and when he | being eternally lost, if the apostles never tried to save 
preached the gospel, be preached this doctrine. But; us. The doctrine of Christ himself is opposed :o the 





how will this subject appear when investigated? How 
would such preaching tend to estoblish the authenticity 
of Divine Revelation, and exalt the character of Jesus 
as a consistent teacher, and an honest person? We 
should expect to find the testimony of him who said, 
** think not that | am come to destroy the law, or the 
prophets: | am not come to destroy, but to fulfi),” in 
barmony, at least, with their predictions. But if, as 
the church in Dunstable say, the doctrine of eternal 
misery was in the gospel which Jesus preached, he, in- 
stead of faifilling, did virtually and practically destroy 
their testimony, or his own. Let us for one moment 
believe what the church in Dunstable say, and see 
what will be the consequence. The prophet Isaiah 
suys, that ** God will swallow up death in victory, and 
wipe tears away from off al] faces.” He whocame uot 
to destroy this testimony, says, that death will ever be 
victorious, and the greater part of mankind, death’s 
vanquished foes, will weep and wail avd gnash their 
teeth through all eternity. The same prophet says of 
Jesus Christ, that ‘*the pleasure of the Lord shall 
protper in his hand.”? Now we al) of common sense 
know, that the Lord hath no pleasure in the death of 
the sinner. ‘The doctrine of eternal misery then goes 
upon the gross idea, that the Almighty will be displeas- 
ed through all eternity: and yet the charch in Dunsta- 
ble virtual say that this is the doctrine of bim who 
came not to destroy the testimony of the propLeis. Jt 
was the pleosure of the Lord thet all mankind should 
be saved, and this probably was the reason that he cent 
his Son to be the Saviour of the world. Would the 
pleasure of the Lord prosper in bis band, were he to 
save only a part of mankind? and would he be fulfil- 

ling the testimony of him who seid that it would, were 

he to preach-the doctrine which the church in Dunsta- 

ble swys is his gospel? It should be remembered, that 


) salvation of all men, say they! Christ's doctrine is 
this be possible? A long time since our opposers said, 
that the devil preached hi¢ own downfall; now it ap- 
: pears they think the same of our Saviour. They tell 
us plainly that his doctrine is opposed to the salvation 
of the world, and yet he professed this to be the sole ob- 
ject of his mission 4!!! This is wonderful! We will state 
one question for the consideration of the church in 
Dunstable. How did Jesus oppose the idea, that the 
world wil} be saved through him, when he said, ** God 
sent his Son into the world, that the world through him 
might be saved ?”? Let them ask themselves the ques- 
tion, Whether God sent his Son for that which he 
knew never would be obtained? Had Jesus power to 
save? Paul answers, ‘* it pleased the Father, that in 
bim should all fallness dwell.”” Had he a will to save’ 
He says, **imy meat is to do the wi}l of him that sent 
me, and to finish his work.’? This will of God is to 
have allmenr “ved, and this Jesus had power and will to 
do. Now let the church say, why Jesus never will 
have that which he wishee to, and can hare. If this 
church believe that Jesus can save the world, if he 
will, and will, if he can, and yet believe the world 
never will be saved, they onght not to labor with a sis- 
ter for heresy ; for that which they apprehend ie a 
mete in another's eye may be a bean in their own. 
The church quote a number of passages of scripture 
into their letter, for the consideration of Mrs. Park- 
hurst; and this they do to convince her of the falsity 
of Universal Salvation. Did they think that Universal- 
ists never read those passages? Did they not know 
that they have labored to shew that they do not mili- 
tate ageinst the doctrine of Universalism? ‘They de 
certainly know that Universalists suppose them to bave 
some meeting, other than that of the eternal misery of 


|i be to the very object of bis mission then!! Can 





Jeeus professed to dis sharp-sighted, jealous and bit- | 





waukind, Now why cid not they attempt to shew 

















_ dies. Will they hear this, and not attempt to defend! 



















A least, why did they 


that this meaning was ‘wrong ? 
e doce 


not aftempt to shew how those passages prove th 
‘rine of eternal misery? If we had quoted them to 

prove the doctrine of Universalism, would they not 
‘thave thought that we onght to have shown how they | 
did this? They undoabtedty would have said, we do 

not see how these passages prove fhe doctrine of Uni- | 
-versdliem; the Universalists should hay 
they do this, as they offer these passages in proof of 
their doctrine. Why ¢cid nof they shew how they. 
prove efernal misery? Why did not they shew thal, 
our explanation of (hem is erroneous, or unnatural ?— 

We consider this a general fault of our opponents.— 

When they quote passages to disprove Universalism, 

why do they not shew that our exposition is wrong, 

and {han bow they give strength to the doctrine of eter- | 
nol misery? We will tell what we think is the reason. | 
The people have fora long time believed that these 
passages apply to a future state, eternal death and | 
misery. Whenever these passages were named, these 
cubjects would be bronght to their minds. All the} 
christian clergy wanted, was to keep the people in this 
belicf. This could be done no better than by their | 
dcoeping silence ; for the very moment they try to -hew 

that these passages do apply to these subjects, the peo- 

ple will begin to see that they do not. 

We have not room, nor time, to offer our views fully | 
upon the passages, in the church’s letter; and | 
this is not needful, for it has been done so many times, | 
that any who choose may know them: yet we cannot 
let this opportunity slip without saying a few words | 
upon this subject. They quote the following paseage | 
of ont Saviour from the 5th of John, ** The hour is 
coming, in the which, all that ate in the graves shall 
hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that have} 
done good unto the resurrection of life, and they that 
have done evil unto the resurrection of damnation.” 
Now we say, and challenge our opponents to prove the 
contrary, that Jesus was here speaking figuratively, 
having no allusion to the resurrection of our mortal bo- 


themselves? We call upon the church in Dunstable, 
and al] who oppose us to come forward like men, and 
ehew, if they can, that this isnottrue. We are willing 
do risk our word upon it. Now we shall think that 
their ideas ef a future judgment, and their awful re- 
sponsibility have no effect upon them, if they do not 
stand forth in @efence of their avowed belief If they 
will condescend to hear us, we will tel] them why we 
believe what we have asserted respecting this passage. 
We believe it, because in the 24th verse of tlhe same 
chapter, we read, ‘* He that heareth my word, and be- 
lieveth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation ; but is passed from 
death unto life.”* Is not passing from death unto life a 
resurrection ? Can this resurrection be in a future state? 
In the 25th verse we read, “the hour is coming, AnD 
wow 18, when the dead shall hear the veice of the Son 
of God, and they that hear shall live.” If the hour 
then was, should we look for it thousands of years 
hence? Who will presume that the hour which was 
then coming is yet to come, when our Saviour informed 
the people it had then already commenced? The a- 
postle John says, ‘* we know that we hare passed from 
death unio life. Then had he not experienced a re 
eurrection? Paul, when giving an account of the re- 
surrection of the body, says, ** the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible.” Why did he not say a part corruptible, 
and a part incorruptible? Because when gen are 
raised into a future slate they are all raised alike, to 
one situation. We believe the reason, why our Sa- 
viour spake so differently from Paul, upon the subject 
of a resurrection is, because he was speaking figuratire- 
ly, but Paul literally; Paul upon the resurrection of 
the body, Jesus apon the spiritual resurrection of the 
mind. 

They quote Mark iii. 29, ** He that shall blaspheme 
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against the Holy Ghost, bath never forgiveness, bet is 
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ation.” Matthew suye, ** it; 
shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither: 
in {he world to come.”? The eminent Mr. Wakefie!d : 
repders Mark iii. 29, ** Whosoever shall speak evil a- | 
gainst the Holy Spirit, he hath no forgiveness tn ine 
ace.”” We believe Mr. Wakefic!d comes the nearest to} 
: and this ic what we want. He | 


in danger of eternal damn 


our Saviour’s meaning, 
this age or that which is to come,” and we think this | 
expresses better to the understandings of mankind, the} 
meaning of our Saviewr. The reason that we offer for | 
these things is, we think there is no sin that the blood 
of Christ cannot remove. John says, ** the blood of Je- 
cus Christ cleanseth us from ali sin.” 1 John i. 7.— 
John the Baptist says, ** Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world,” John i. 29. 
Jehovah says, “* Though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow, and though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool.”? Isaiah i. 18. Paul in- 
timated that Jesus would sare the chief of sinners, 1 
Tim. i. 15. He who, with a knowledge of these glo- 
rious passages, does contend that there is a sin which 
through all eternity will remain unwashed, untaken a- 
way, sacrifices his reason to his will, and his better 
feelings to his prejudice. 

They quote Mark xvi. 16, ** He that believeth and is 
baptised shall be saved, but he that believeth not shall 
be damned,” This will not prove what they expected 
to prove by it, because it does not read, tie that be- 
lieveth and is baptised in this state of being, shall be 
saved in another, but he that believeth not here, shall 
be damned there. We make one plain assertion, viz. 
we are damned when we disbelieve, and saved when we 
believe. Our Saviour says, “‘he that believeth not is 
condemned already,” not shall be in another world. 
John iii. 18. Our Saviour also says, “ He that believ- 
eth on the Son hath everlasting life,” not shall have it, 
in a future state. John iii. 36. v. 24, vi. 47. 

They quote Mat. xxv. 41,46. They are requested 
to take into serious consideration, in cannexion with 
these passages, Mat. xvi. 27, 28. Mark viii. 38. ix. i. 
Luke ix. 26, 27. They wil] then find, that the parable 
from which they extracted these two passages was ful- 
filled during the natural lives of the generation then on 
the earth, as Jesus Chri-t came in bis glory agreeably 
to Mat. xxv. 51, in that time. It would be well for 
them also to remember that in the xxiv. chapter our 
Lord was speaking of the same things that are figured 
in the xxvth chapter, and that he says in the 34th verse 
of the xxiv. chapter, ‘* This generation shall nol pass 
till all these things be fulfilled.” 

The passage which they have quoted from xii. of 
Daniel, is a parallel with the one which they quoted, 
and we noticed from the v. of John. I! refers to the 
same eten!; and it would be well to notice that our Sa- 
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tial nor onjust to have the man Slain whose charactey 
Nathan laid before him; but when he found that he 
himself was meant, be was silent. The laborers in the 
vineyord thought it would not be unjust, cruel, nor 
partial to deprive those that came in at the eleventh 
hour of their penny. The ekler brother thought his 
father did wrong, because he received the prodigal 


e shewn us how renders the passage we have quoted from Mat, ** In | home again,—and the church in Denstable think that. 


God would be unjust were he to save al) mankind, 
Jesus came into the world to die for all; he tasted 
death for every man, that they all might be saved, and 
yet itis considered unjust for God to save them all, — 
Two of Jesus’ disciples once thought it would be just 
for him to burn up the very souls he died to save; but 
it was because they knew not what manner of spirit 
they were of. If we could only get our minds down 


of sinners, mercy would appear beautiful, and justice 
and salvation, in our view, would go band in hand,~— 
but while the pride of this world, and the haughtiness 
of the Pharisee inflate our minds, and blind our eyes, 
we can recognize justice in nothing but ovr peculiar 
salvation, and the everlasting destruction and tormeut 
of some of mankind. 

Why do you, (for we are now speaking to the 
church) express so much anxiety for Mrs. Parkburst’s 
poor immortal soul. If she is one of those which it 
would be just for God to torment eternally, we do not 
see why you should be anxious. She will serve ina 
future state to increase your joys, and augment your 
felicity, if the doctrine you profess to believe be true 
It appears reasonable to suppose, however, that if you 
had had much solicitude for her welfare, you would not 
have treated her as you have done. Do you expect it 
will do her any good to exclude her from your com- 
munion table? © fellow mortals, we trust she is not 
forsaken by him, whose name she professes, and whom 
she worships as the Saviour of the world. She can hold 
sweet communion with her Saviour in her silent, lonely 
hours, when sleep bas imprisoned the busy world, and 
rejoice in that mercy which comprehends herself, and 
you, and all mankind as children of Almighty God.— 
These considerations will induce her to pray for you, 
and to forgive you the wrong you have done her, and 
the joy which she will experience in these blissful con- 
templations, will amply repay her for all the itijury sle 
has suffered at your hands. May you all be blessed of 
God, possess the spirit of Jesus Christ, and rejoice to- 
gether in the sweet communion of love.— RicnaRps. 

—=_ : 6D) a 
To Readers and Correspondents. 

In future, no communications relatiye to the ques- 

tion in agitation concerning future punishment, will be 





viour applied this very passage to the destruction of 
Jerusalem. 

We would ask them, as they quote a passage respect- 
ing the fire of Sodom and Gomorrah, if this fire be in 
another world, how it could be an example? and to 
whom it could be an example? If they will turn to 
Gen. xix. 27, 28, they will find that Abraham, while 
in this world, beheld the burning cities which were set 
forth as an example, and saw the smoke of them go up 
as the smoke of the furnace. 

We would say to the church in Dunstable, that if we 
have not been sufficiently explicit upon the*subject of 
these passages, they must not impute it to an nnwilling- 
ness in us to attend to them; for we will, if it is their 
desire, at another time explaiu them more fully. 

The church say, they gan see no cruclty, nor par- 
liality, nor injustice in God, though he should punish 
eternally a part of mankind. ‘This reminds us of Da- 


admitted to the columns of the Magazine, unless they 
be composed of arguments directly for, or objections 
directly against one side or the other. 











MARRIED, 

In this City.—By the Rev. Dr. Gardner, Mr. Jos- 
epb R. Taft to Mrs. Mary Manning. 

In Andover, Rev. David Kimball, of Martinsburg, 
N. Y, to Miss Eliza Epps Carter. 

In Reading, Pen. Rev. Timothy Alden, of Mead- 
ville, President of Alleghany College, to Miss Sophia 
Louisa Laker Mulcock, daughter of the late Mr. Geo. 
M. of Philadelphia. 

In Newburyport, Mr, Joseph H.-Warren to Miss E- 
lizabeth Creasy. 





DIED, 
In this City.—Sidney Royiston Williams, aged 12, 
son of Robert W. Esq. 
Mrs. Lydia Maria Greele, wife of Mr. Samuel Greele, 





vid, when Nathan applied to him the parable of the | 
ewe-lamb. avid thougbt it would not be cruel, par-' 
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A. M. and eldest daughter of the late Chief Justice 
Sewall, aged 31. 

Miss Rachel Pope, aged 17, daughter of Mr. William 
Pope, of Dorchester. 


low enough to consider ourselves as Paul did, the chief © 
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